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was issued, a copy of which fell into French hands.*
It prescribes methods by which German public
opinion can be educated to regard 'an offensive war'
as ca necessity in order to combat the provocations
of our adversaries.' It urges the hampering of the
members of the hostile Triple Entente by stirring up
rebellions in Egypt, in Tunis, in Algeria, in Morocco,
in Russia herself. It contains the assurance that
'neither ridiculous shriekings for revenge by French
Chauvinists, nor the Englishmen's gnashing of teeth,
nor the wild gestures of the Slavs will turn us from
our aim of protecting and extending Deutschtum all
the world over.'
The dawn of 1914 saw Germany almost ready for
her plunge into the Great War, from which she
confidently expected to emerge within three months
possessed of the lordship of the world. Her prepar-
ations were many-sided and complete. First, diplo-
matically, she laboured to isolate the Triple Entente
and to win over neutral countries (especially Holland,
Belgium, Switzerland; Turkey, Bulgaria, Rumania)
to her side. Moreover, in the Entente States them-
selves German emissaries toiled subterraneously, with
ample funds at their disposal, to stir up sedition and
strife, f Secondly, military and naval preparations
* It was published in extenso in the Fretich Yellow Book (1914),
p. 130.
j" In the British Empire the special spheres of German cor-
ruption, and intrigue were Ireland, Egypt, India, and South
Africa.
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